Origins of Easter

I.  Introduction—Major religious Holiday, but what is source?

II.  Easter in the Bible—None


A.  Acts 12:1-3??:  It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to persecute them.  2 He had James, the brother of John put to death with the sword.  3 When he saw that this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also.  This happened during the Feast of Unleavened Bread.
III.  Easter in the early Church


A.  Passover  



1.  Leviticus 23:9-14  The LORD said to Moses, 10 Speak to the Israelites and say to them:  ‘When you enter the land I am going to give you and you reap its harvest, bring to the priest a sheaf of the first grain you harvest.  11 He is to wave the sheaf before the LORD so it will be accepted on your behalf;  the priest is to wave it on the day after the Sabbath.  12 On the day you wave the sheaf, you must sacrifice as a burnt offering to the LORD a lamb a year old without defect,  13  together with its grain offering of two-tenths of an ehpah of fine flour mixed with oil—an offering made to the LORD by fire, a pleasing aroma—and its drink offering of a quarter of a hin of wine.  14 You must not eat any bread, or roasted or new grain, until the very day you bring this offering to your God.  This is to be a lasting ordinance for the generations to come, wherever you live.


2.  Luke 22:7-19  Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed.  8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, Go and make preparations for us to eat Passover.  9 Where do you want us to prepare for it? They asked.  10 He replied, “As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you.  Follow him to the hour that he enters, 11 and say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks:  Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?”  12 He will show you a large upper room, all furnished.  Make preparations there.”  13 They left and found things just as Jesus had told them.  So they prepared the Passover. 14 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table.  15 And he said to them., “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.  16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.  17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you.  18 For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”  19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them saying, “This is my body given for you, do this in remembrance of me”.


3.  1Corinthians 5:7-8 Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without yeast—as you really are.  For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.  8 Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the old years, the yeast of malice and wickedness, but with bread without yeast, the bread of sincerity and truth.

IV.  Spread of Christianity
A.  Passover becomes Easter:  “Around the second century A.D., Christian missionaries traveled among the Teutonic tribes north of Rome.  Whenever possible, they converted the tribes of northern Europe realizing that the time of the crucifixion of Jesus roughly coincided with the Pagan springtime celebrations of Easter…Since it would have been suicide for the very early Christian converts to celebrate the biblical holy days (Passover) alongside the pagan observances that were already set in place, the missionaries cleverly devised a plan.  In order to save the lives of their converts, they would allow them to continue to celebrate their pagan feasts, but to do so in a Christian manner.  Since the Easter festival to celebrate spring coincided with the time of the Christian observance of the resurrection (Passover) of Christ, this crossover was achieved smoothly.” 

B.  Pagan Influences:  Easter began long before the time of Christ. Easter was the Ishtar celebration. Ishtar, Astarte, Ashtoreth were all the same deity and originated from the legends of Nimrod, Semiramis and Tammuz. Nimrod was the most powerful ruler of his time and when he died, Babylonian legend says that he ascended into the heavens and he became the sun-god.  And they called him “Baal” which means “lord”.  The wife that he left behind on earth was named Semiramis and now became the “Queen of Heaven” since she was the wife of the sun-god (her late deceased husband).  Years later Semiramis became pregnant with a son.  She declared that she had become pregnant by the rays of the sun of her deceased husband, Nimrod (Baal).    And nine months later she gave birth to a son and named him Tammuz.  And Tammuz was said to be the reincarnation of his father Nimrod. Tammuz was also a mighty hunter like his dad before him. But when he was forty, he was killed by a wild boar.  And because he was revered to be the reincarnated sun-god, his death brought great despair upon the people of Babel.  So they set aside forty days of weeping for Tammuz.  One day for each year that he was alive.
1.  Eating Ham:  After the forty days of weeping, they would kill a wild boar (getting back at the boar that killed Tammuz) and eat the ham on the first Sunday after the vernal equinox.  That is the same day that we call “Easter” Sunday. 
2.  Eggs:  So as sun worship (Baal worship) increased and became world wide, so did the worship of his wife, the “Queen of Heaven”, Easter. "The egg was a sacred symbol among the Babylonians. They believed an old fable about an egg of wondrous size which was supposed to have fallen from heaven into the Euphrates River. From this marvelous egg - according to the ancient story - the Goddess Astarte (Easter) [Semiramis], was hatched. And so the egg came to symbolize the Goddess Easter."
3.  Dyed Eggs:  History tells us that every year on “Easter Sunday” at sunrise, the priests of Easter would impregnate virgins on the altar of Baal.  Then, the next year, they would take the now three month old babies and sacrifice them on the altar on Easter Sunday at the sunrise service. Then, they would take the eggs of Easter and dye the eggs in the blood of the sacrificed infants. 
4.  Sunrise Services:  Sunrise services are mentioned in the Bible. But what God says about this custom is not what you expect. Notice these astonishing verses. The prophet Ezekiel was being shown, in vision, an important prophecy concerning the sins of God’s people in our time.  Ezekiel 8: 12-20:  He said to me, “Son of man, have you seen what the elders of the house of Israel are doing in the darkness; each at the shrine of his own idol?  They say, ‘The LORD does not see us; the LORD has forsaken the land’.  13 Again, he said, “You will see them doing things that are even more detestable.”  14Then he brought me to the entrance to the north gate of the house of the LORD and I saw women sitting there, mourning for Tammuz.  15 He said to me, “Do you see this, son of man? You will see things that are even more detestable than this.”  16 He then brought me into the inner court of the house of the Lord, and there at the entrance to the temple, between the portico and the altar, were about twenty-five men.  With their backs to the temple of the Lord and their faces toward the east they were bowing down to the sun in the east.  17 He said to me, “Have you seen this, son of man?  Is it a trivial matter for the house of Judah to do the detestable things they are doing here? Must they also fill the land with violence and continually provoke me to anger?  Look at them putting the branch to their nose!  18 Therefore I will deal with them in anger; I will not look on them with pity or spare them.  Although they shout in my ears, I will not listen to them.”
5. Hot Cross Buns:  Notice Jeremiah 7:18: “The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead their dough, to make cakes to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings to other gods, that they may provoke me to anger.” The cakes offered to the queen of heaven were these same hot cross buns that millions of children sing about today.
V.  Council of Nicea/Constantine 325 AD
A.  Council of Nicea  : “At this meeting the question concerning the most holy day of Easter was discussed, and it was resolved by the united judgment of all present that this feast ought to be kept by all and in every place on one and the same day…And first of all it appeared an unworthy thing that in the celebration of this most holy feast we should follow the practice of the Jews, who have impiously defiled their hands with enormous sin…for we have received from our Savior a different way …And I myself have undertaken that this decision should meet with the approval of your Sagacities in the hope that your Wisdoms will gladly admit that practice which is observed at once in the city of Rome and in Africa, throughout Italy and in Egypt…with entire unity of judgment…The final decision always lay with accepted ecclesiastical authority…was primarily a matter of ecclesiastical discipline and not astronomical science”.  These two short phrases make it clear that church authority at Rome, and not God’s Word, determined whether Easter or the Passover would be kept.
B.  Date of Easter  You have probably noticed that the date for Resurrection Sunday ("Easter") varies considerably from one year to the next. This chosen date comes from a formula established by Roman Emperor Constantine the Great and the Council of Nicaea in A.D. 325. You can use the formula to verify the date for Resurrection Sunday each year.  First, find the vernal equinox, or first day of spring (about March 21-22), on a calendar that lists basic astronomical data. Then look for the next full moon, usually indicated in a corner box of the calendar. Resurrection Sunday will then fall on the following Sunday.  According to this rule, the latest possible date for Resurrection Sunday is April 25, next occurring in 2038. The earliest is March 22, in 2285. Most often, Resurrection Sunday comes during the first week of April. 
VI.  What does God think of Easter?

A.  Deuteronomy 12: 28-32  Be careful to obey all these regulations I am giving you, so that it may always go well with you and your children after you, because you will be doing what is good and right in the eyes of the LORD your God.  29 The LORD your God will cut off before you the nations you are about to invade and dispossess.  But when you have driven them out and settled in their land, 30 and after they have been destroyed before you, be careful not to be ensnared by inquiring about their gods, saying, “How do these nations serve their gods?  We will do the same.”  31 You must not worship the LORD your God in their way, because in worshipping their gods, they do all kinds of detestable things the LORD hates.  They even burn their sons and daughters in the fire as sacrifices to their gods.  32 See that you do all I command you; do not add to or take away from it.

Websites used for this research:

http://www.christiananswers.net/q-eden/edn-t020.html
http://www.champs-of-truth.com/books/easter.htm
http://www.thercg.org/books/ttooe.html
http://www.passionfortruth.com/origin-easter.php
Below is a copy of an actual announcement for services at a Wentzville Church in last week’s Newstime:
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March 24
March 25
March 26

March 27 -

Palm/Passion Sunday
Children's Palm Parade
Holy Thursday Service
Good Friday Service
Holy Saturday

Easter Sunday

Services 8:30 a.m. (Traditional) and 10:45 a.m. (Contemporary)
(Both Services)

7 p.m. with Faith United Church of Christ

6 p.m. Service

5 p.m. - Making of Resurrection Buns

6:30 a.m. Youth-led SonRise Service

7:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast

8:30 a.m. Easter Celebration Service (Traditional Service)
9:40 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt

10:45 a.m. Easter Celebration Service (Contemporary Service)




